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orld Outreach turned 90 this year! Our founder, Dr Len Jones, had just returned to his wife’s
birth country of New Zealand, where he registered the ‘Slavic and Oriental Mission’ (now World
Outreach) on 31st March, 1932. An article written at the time of Len’s death in 1974 stated that World
Outreach started with ‘nobody but God and nothing but the guidance of God’.
‘Heritage’ will be the theme of all three editions of the Nations magazines this year. In this particular
publication, we’ll be continuing our journey through the decades by focussing on the development
of World Outreach during the 60s, 70s and 80s. This was a significant time of expansion.
We’ll be looking back at the establishment of some of World Outreach’s key fields, namely: Egypt,
India, Indonesia, South Africa and Thailand. The histories have been written by the people who were
there. From very humble beginnings, each field has developed in astonishing ways.
I believe you’ll be inspired as you read the stories of pioneer missionaries blazing a trail to new countries and people groups, sharing the gospel and serving wholeheartedly. Even though some never saw
(in their lifetime) the full fruits of their labour, they nonetheless sowed and served because that was
what the Lord had called them to do.
There are three applications I draw from their example.

1. Do what you can, where you can, while you can, with what you can!
Could our founder and the pioneer missionaries ever truly comprehend the global shape, scale and
scope of WO today? Naturally, they could not. They simply ran their leg of the race with faithfulness,
prayerfulness and dependence upon the Lord. Today, we’re building on their foundations, standing on
their shoulders and reaping what they have sown.
One of the biggest lessons we learn from the pioneers who’ve gone before us is to faithfully do what
we can with the grace and gifts the Lord gives us wherever he sends us while we have the opportunity.
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2. Others may reap what we have sown (but a harvest will come)

Like farmers, many of the pioneer missionaries had a long view and recognised there are seasons, such as
seasons of testing (Autumn), seasons of blessing (Summer), seasons of fruitfulness (Spring) and seasons of
drought (Winter). Even though farmers (and missionaries) are patient with the seasons, the rhythms of life,
and the unexpected, they never fail to keep focussed on the harvest. A key principle we learn from them
is that we don’t sow without there being a harvest at some point, even if it’s not in our lifetime (Gen. 8:22;
cf. James 5:7). At the right time (in due season), the harvest will come.
Therefore, may we ceaselessly and persistently keep sowing seeds of prayer, seeds of finances, seeds of
encouragement and seeds of gospel ministry. Paul’s words about sowing to please the Spirit describe the
principle that: ‘…at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up’ (Gal. 6:9).

3. Ultimately, it is God who makes all things grow

Writing about his own missionary work, the Apostle Paul encapsulates this thought in 1 Corinthians 3:6
where he wrote: ‘I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.’
Jesus told his disciples that it is his harvest, not ours (Matt. 9:38). He calls, equips and sends the labourers
into his harvest field. Ultimately, it is his work, through his labourers, who, by his grace, labour in his field.
He is the One who makes them fruitful and causes his work to grow. The lesson is for each of us to faithfully do our part in the harvest, but depend upon the Lord to cause the growth.
Later in this magazine, we’ll also share recent news to bring you up-to-date with what is happening now
across the world.
Thank you for partnering with us in evangelising and discipling unreached people groups.
God bless,

Bruce H ills

International Director

4

h
c
a
e
r
t
u
O
d
l
r
o
The birth of W

AFRICA

J

oseph H. Berry met Dr Len Jones for the first time
in 1968 and joined World Outreach as its first South
African representative. Formerly known as the Slavic
and Oriental Mission, the name was changed to World
Outreach when several countries were added such as
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi, and Kenya.
A house was bought in Alberton which was used as a
dwelling place and an office was attached to it. It became
the home and field office for World Outreach South Africa
(SA). As the work grew, the office of World Outreach SA
had to move to Halfway House where a bigger place was
bought.
In 1969 David and Doreen Khoza joined World Outreach. In 1971, a big tent and truck were purchased to
be used for evangelism. Twenty-one churches were
planted in Swaziland, as well as twelve churches in
South Africa. We also went to evangelise in other neighbouring countries, such as Botswana and Zimbabwe.
In 1981, the World Outreach Bible School (WOBS) was
started. Over four thousand Pastors have been trained
in the college to date and many of them are actively
pastoring large congregations all around South Africa.
Jeremiah Malaka later joined us in Evangelism. On 20th
November, 2021, the WOBS celebrated 40 years of
ministry and training.
We are forever grateful to God for what he has done
and continues to do. At present, we have ten lecturers
teaching at the Bible School. These lecturers are unpaid
volunteers who have returned to help with gratitude for
what the Lord has done for them. We give all glory to God
for what has been accomplished through World Outreach
in Africa.
Today, WO’s presence on the African continent includes
the countries of South Africa (SA), Zambia, Malawi,
Mozambique, Kenya, Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, Burkina
Faso and Egypt. South African missionaries now serve in
Southeast Asia, Mozambique, Botswana, and Macedonia,
as well as in migrant outreach programmes within SA.
- Dr David Khoza
Principal, World Outreach Bible College
Soweto, South Africa

Sam & Carol Soukotta are some of World Outreach’s (WO) most respected and
experienced missionaries. Indonesia is one of WO’s largest and most fruitful
fields. Carol, once a missionary kid herself, wrote the following history of how
WO began in Indonesia and how it has developed over the decades.

y parents, Dal & Dorothy Walker,
M
were New Zealand (NZ) missionaries
to Indonesia from 1949. My father, Dal,
was a close friend of Len Jones (the founder of WO). I’m not exactly sure when,
but my parents joined World Outreach
sometime in the early/mid-1960’s and
became its first missionaries to Indonesia.
Due to a communist uprising in 1964,
my parents, younger brothers, sister and
I were evacuated to NZ for two years.
When my parents returned to Indonesia,
I went to Manila to set up the World
Outreach Literature Centre.‘

They began the Tawangmangu Bible
School in 1968. Tawangmangu is on
the slopes of Mt Lawu in Central Java.
I joined my parents again in 1969 and
helped rearrange the office staff in administration, plus head up an evangelistic
team. In 1971, Sam, who was a graduate
of another Bible school on the island of
Ambon, joined our evangelistic team. We
fell in love and married in 1972. Sam was
asked to teach in the Bible School also.
In 1974 my father was killed in a car
accident. But my mother continued to
lead the school for the next 9 years. She
then decided to return to NZ and
asked if we would take over. We did
after seeking the Lord for direction.
From 1984, we led the 2-year Diploma
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Course until 1998 when it was decided
to upgrade to a 4-year Degree in Theology. Over the previous 10-12 years we
had sent out many students to plant churches, especially in the villages throughout
the country. Today, there are hundreds of
pastors and church planters across the
Indonesian archipelago who were trained
at the Tawangmangu Bible School.
Around this same time (1998), while
Sam was visiting our church planters in
West Kalimantan, he had a vision. In his
vision, Sam saw many buildings, cultivated
grounds and a fishpond with plants on
the water! This puzzled him. When he
returned to Tawangmangu, he enquired of
the Lord about the vision. God answered
with one word – “BUILD”. We both didn’t
know what to build, except for adding
more buildings for the Bible college! When
Sam told me that God wanted us to build, I
immediately thought of Noah. He was told
to build, and he obeyed.
As he got the vision in West Kalimantan,
he asked a church planter there to look for
land that was for sale. Once he had identified a possible plot of land, Sam returned
to West Kalimantan to look it over and
enquire about the cost. He felt peace in
his heart, especially after seeing a spring
on the land. Sam still did not know what
he was to build. Sam enquired about the
price and also asked the owner how many
children he had! The owner answered

that he had 8 kids. Sam then asked if they were all
Christians (as many of the Dayaks of Kalimantan had a
Catholic background but mixed it with their ancestral
worship). He answered, “No. Four were Christians/
Catholics and four were Muslim.” The owner then
said, “I am a poor man, so whoever could pay for my
children’s education, it was up to them to follow the
religion!” A light came on! Immediately, Sam knew we
were to build a Christian boarding school. That’s how
the Mt Hope Christian Training Centre started. To
date, the average number of children boarding is 150
with an additional 300 or so attending daily classes
from kindergarten to Year 9. It’s our plan to build the
High School (Years 10-12) but, as of yet, we don’t
have sufficient funds.
In 2015 we knew something had to happen with the
Tawangmangu campus, as registrations had decreased, with so many Christian organisations starting
up their own Bible Colleges. We prayed for God’s
leading. One day we had a visit from a previous principal of the Tawangmangu Bible College who said the
College was ready to become a university. Without
thinking, we both answered together, “That’s it”. We
just knew that’s what had to happen. It must have
been the direction of the Holy Spirit, as we had no
idea how to build a university! Neither Sam nor I have
university degrees!
There had been prophecies that we would expand,
and property would be added. Sam brought this idea
before the staff and asked if they were in agreement. They were 100% with us. A few days later,
Sam called a friend, who was a university lecturer
and had years of experience, and mentioned our
plan. Amazingly, at the exact time, the university
lecturer was in a meeting with members of the
Education Department discussing the start-up of
new universities in Indonesia! The government had
closed a number of universities that did not meet
their requirements. We got the go-ahead, and our
lecturer friend arranged the permit.
The first foundation stone was laid at the 50th
anniversary reunion of the Bible School in 2018. We

had very little funds to begin, but begin we did. An
architect from Kuching, Malaysia, and his friends, who
had helped at Mt Hope, drew up the diagram for a
3-storey building for classrooms, teacher’s rooms,
library, etc. We had enough rooms for boarding on
our grounds as the Bible School numbers had declined. After a few months, a couple from Solo, our
nearest city, whom we did not know visited us. They
asked about the Bible College and after a while we
explained that we would be expanding to become
a university. We told them that our faith was being
stretched but knew God would supply.
A few months later, the couple called and said they
would like to transfer funds for the university. It was
a huge amount and enabled us to get the 3-storey
frame, roof and the ground floor completed. With the
1st floor completed, we could now begin the first
intake of students. So, in 2020, the start was made
on the Mt Hope Christian Boarding University. There
was another miracle when the Education Department
agreed to pay for the tuition and board of all the
new intake - some 50+ students. And they would not
only cover the costs for the first year, but until they
completed their whole 4-year degree! In October
2021, we began the second year, and have had to use
a large Dutch style home from the 30-40’s as a dorm
to house 24 girls, as we had run out of dorm space.
By October (2022) we are hoping and praying for more
land to build more dormitories, kitchen, dining room,
etc. So, we continue to grow and will keep on trusting
God. At present, we have around 200 students. Those
who register know it is a Christian university and so
the biblical way of life is taught. Each morning the
students attend the prayer meeting and on Sunday
they join in with the bible students and College staff to
worship God and hear the preaching of God’s Word.
Aside from Sam and Carol’s ministry, WO has many
other works in Indonesia such as the Alpha Team
working among the ‘Sukura’, the New Hope Children’s
Home in Sanggau, church planting teams in Lombok and
a new training hub to be established in Bali.
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Lorraine Dierck, became part of the World Outreach family and arrived in Thailand as a

Mission Partner in 1978. Below is her reflection of the beginning of World Outreach in
Thailand. Though now retired from active field service in Thailand, Lorraine mentors, coaches
and encourages her teams back in Thailand via the internet. The teams in Thailand continue
to bear much fruit and frequently share very exciting stories about what the Lord is doing
through them.

P

aul and Bunty Collins from New Zealand were
the first missionaries whose ministry became
associated with World Outreach in Thailand. In 1962
Paul and Bunty proclaimed that their vision was to
“go where no-one else had gone”. I remember listening
to Paul as he preached and shared the spiritual need
of 30-million Thai Buddhists. Paul laid down the challenge: “Come and join us in Thailand. I asked God to send
me to the most difficult country to reach with the gospel!
We need your help!” Stirring words, and I couldn’t
forget Paul’s stories of Buddhist people coming to
Christ in tent crusades and the literature ministry.

Thailand, would you give me a missionary visa?” “Yes,
we certainly would!” And so began a partnership
with FIDA who have blessed many World Outreach
missionaries with not only visas but also with rich
fellowship and relationship.
When Don Crosbie, who was then the International
Director of World Outreach, heard that I was off
to Thailand, he invited me to join World Outreach.
It felt like a good fit, and I have been immensely
blessed to be part of the World Outreach family.

Meanwhile, I went on several YWAM teams including
a two-year stint in Bangkok together with Valerie
Bateup. We continued to work together as children’s
ministers at the AOG church in Wellington (now
called Lifepoint) which was pastored by Don Crosbie.
In 1978 while at a children’s training event run by
Scripture Union, I heard the sad news that there
had been a horrific accident in Thailand resulting
in the death of several missionaries. After hearing
that news, God spoke to me through my daily Bible
reading in John 12:24 where Jesus was speaking
about the grain of wheat that falls into the earth
and dies, “but if it dies, it produces many others and
yields a rich harvest”. I felt that the work of the ones
who had died in the car accident was finished, but
that God was calling me, together with many others,
to replace them.
I was very happy to be chosen, but just one problem – obtaining a missionary visa was seemingly
impossible. Then one day Pastor Don brought two
visitors to observe a children’s programme that
Valerie Bateup and I were running. Verner and Ulla
Raassina were well-known Finnish missionaries to
Thailand. Verner was in fact the first Pentecostal
missionary to Thailand in 1947 and founded the Thai
work of the Finnish Foreign Mission, now known as
FIDA. Their complimentary observations that: “This
programme is wonderful! We need this in Thailand!”
emboldened me to ask cheekily “Well, if I went to

I arrived in Thailand as a WO mission partner in 1978
and continued studying Thai while also teaching
about children’s ministry at the Finnish Bible College.
I was preparing to visit Thai schools with a one-hour
programme introducing the students to the good
news of salvation through Jesus Christ. One of my
Bible School students, Srilum Nilsiri heard God calling
her to join the children’s ministry. Srilum became the
first member of the Good News team from 1979
until her tragic death from cancer in 1988.
Valerie Bateup was keen to return to Thailand, and in
1979 she brought a team from Lifepoint (our home
church in NZ). Srilum and I visited schools along
Klong Rangsit in Thanyaburi to ask if we could bring
some overseas visitors to tell the story of the “true
meaning of Christmas”. Every school welcomed us
enthusiastically. Valerie’s team was a great hit, and
God called her to return to Thailand with World

Outreach in 1980. Valerie brought excellent creative writing gifts and together
we established the ministry of the Good News Team in Bangkok. Now led by two
of our World Outreach Mission Partners, Win and Kanchana, the Team continues
to reach Thai children through school outreaches and follow up literature.

Several World Outreach Thai Mission Partners began their ministries working with
the Good News Team. John P. with his musical and technical prowess was an early
team member. A young lady called Nok became a Christian after attending my
English class at Pathumthani Church. After John and Nok were married they served
with the Good News Team for many years before leaving to pastor Pathumthani
church. John and Nok are currently spear-heading a DMM (Disciple-making
Movement) and are also reaching thousands of Thais through their media ministry.
Prasert, who is the WO Thai Field Leader, joined the Good News Team after
graduating from the Pentecostal Bible College. She worked with the Team for over
10 years before leaving to start the House of Hope ministry in a slum resettlement
community of north Bangkok.
The World Outreach work in Thailand was strengthened as new missionaries began to arrive, starting with John and Marie Anton from Australia who
went to South Thailand with AOG World Missions in 1988. The Anton family
joined World Outreach in 1996 and shortly afterwards began reaching out to
unreached people groups of a another major religion in South Thailand where
they lived and worked for over 30 years before returning to Australia in 2020.
Patricia Green from New Zealand was deeply concerned by the spiritual needs
of Thai women who had been trafficked into the sex trade. In the early 1990’s
Patricia opened “Rahab”, in the form of a hairdressing salon in the red-light district
of Bangkok to reach out to these women, and to provide alternative employment
to those who decided to leave the bars.
Elisa from Uruguay joined World Outreach in 1998 and worked with tribal children
in North Thailand, and then moved to North East Thailand where she was involved
in church-planting, discipleship and prison ministry. Elisa was a great blessing for
more than 20 years before returning to Uruguay for family reasons.
Gayle and Chaiyot also joined World Outreach in 1998 while they were teaching
in Prachuab Kiri Khan. In 1999 they relocated to Chaiyot’s home town of Surathani
with a vision for discipleship and church-planting. Chaiyot became the Thailand
director of the Kairos course, and eventually relocated to Chiang Mai where they
had more opportunity to mobilse the Thai church for cross-cultural mission.
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In February 2001 the Potter family moved to Thailand to serve on the leadership

team at the Children’s Tribal Hostel in Mae Chaem. Shortly after, the Lord put on Malcolm and Sandy’s hearts
to build Baan Faa Mai, a new hostel for tribal children who had no schools in their villages. It was a large
step of faith as there were only funds for the foundations of the first building. After beginning construction,
God supernaturally provided until completion, 3 years later. Apart from supervision of construction, Malcolm
and Sandy took teams of students to visit their home villages to share the gospel and start new churches in
unreached tribal villages. In 2012 they also began a hostel for tribal university girls in Chiang Mai. Malcolm
and Sandy have served World Outreach for many years as Field Leaders for expatriate Mission Partners
serving in Thailand.
Kevin and Jeh Sie Chan from Singapore were invovled with ministering to the Karen refugees on the
Thai-Myanmar border for many years, and eventually moved to Northeast Thailand in 2011 with a vision
to launch small businesses as church planting opportunities (Business as Mission). They started a language
school and ran a boardgames cafe to reach out to university students. Kevin and Jeh Sie surprised their
team members as well as locals with their ability to speak and read Thai fluently after just a few months in
Thailand! Although they left in 2016 to move into leadership roles within World Outreach International,
they left a powerful legacy behind them.
These are only a few of the people who served with World Outreach in Thailand during those early days.
I also remember Nancy from Uruguay; Irene Ng-Lodge from Malaysia; Eliza, Delora, Joey and Raya from
the Philippines, and David and Ruth who are now serving in Laos.

All of them worked faithfully and contributed to the harvest.
Since the day Paul Collins landed in Thailand, the number of Buddhists has doubled to 64 million, and many
districts still have no church. More labourers are needed! But they will be building on a good foundation.
World Outreach Mission Partners have told the story of Jesus with passion and power in the North, South,
Northeast and Central Thailand for more than 40 years. Many Thai pastors and Christian leaders are in full
time ministry because of their relationship with World Outreach.
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...in 1983, when Bill Molenkamp came to establish

ministry in Egypt. He met with Pastor Menis Abdelnour, the pastor of the largest evangelical church
in Egypt and teacher at the Evangelical College of
Theology. Pastor Bill asked him to nominate someone
to start this ministry in Egypt.
After prayers and thinking, Pastor Menis nominated a
young man from the College of Theology graduates –
Magdy Bassaly. Magdy met with Bill Molenkamp and
agreed to begin the ministry.
In 1988, Dr. Nathan Latif Bassaly, the older brother
of Magdy Bassaly, joined the ministry after spending
one year in New Zealand studying and training for
ministry. After that, he returned to Egypt and left his
job as a veterinarian and became a full-time minister
for World Outreach in Egypt.
In 1992, Dr. Nathan became responsible for the
World Outreach ministry in Egypt and the ministry
extended to other fields.
Since 1983, World Outreach Egypt has accomplished
much for the Lord through ministry.

Every year, two conferences are held. The number of
attendees exceeds 200 pastors and church leaders
in each conference. Foreign pastors were invited to
teach in these seminars, which have been such a
blessing and encouragement to the church leaders in
Egypt.
The conferences extended to include inviting Jewish
believers and Arabs from Israel. It was amazing that
Arabs and Jews came together in worship, prayer and
hearing the word of God in such unity and harmony.
We also went to Israel, especially to Nazareth, where
we held training seminars for pastors and church
leaders.
God used many people to present teachings in
those conferences, such as: Bill Molenkamp, John
Elliott, John Pasterkamp, Peter Morrow, Ken Legg,
Glenn Hatcher, Stephen Parker, Peter Van W, David
Dishroon, Paul Newberry, Joel Holm, Tak Bhana and
Bruce Hills.
Image 1: Bill Molenkamp and Magdy Bassly
Image 2: Nathan Bassaly being prayed over
Image 3: Nathan Bassaly translating for John Pasterkam
Image 4: Nathan Bassaly with John Elliott at a seminar.
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Yuri Gargarin (from USSR)
becomes first man in space
Berlin Wall constructed
Nelson Mandella arrested
Cuban Missile Crisis

NZ missionary Paul Collins
pioneers the WO work in the
Philippines

JFK assassinated

Sir Winston Churchill dies
Gandhi becomes Prime Minister of India

The name ‘Slavic and Oriental
Mission’ was changed to ‘World
Outreach’

China’s Cultural Revolution begins under Mao
Six-day War
Soviet tanks crush Czechoslovakia’s experiment with democracy
Apollo 11’s Neil Armstrong becomes first
man to walk on the Moon

World Outreach was birthed in
South Africa through Joseph Berry
World Outreach established in
Indonesia when Dal & Dorothy
Walker joined

Watergate scandal
Invention of pocket calculators
Roe v Wade case declares abortion
a US Constitutional right
Yom Kippur War
Oil crisis in the Middle East sparks world oil shock
Vietnam War ends
Elvis Presley found dead
Israel and Egypt sign Camp David accords
Iran hostage crisis

Len Jones died in October
New Zealander, Chas Bilby,
becomes interim International
Director for 12 months
Don Crosbie, also from NZ,
appointed as International Director
International Office based in both
Wellington, NZ, and Dallas, Texas,
USA
World Outreach is birthed in
Thailand through the work of
Lorraine Dierck

World’s first personal computer launched by IBM
HRH Prince Charles marries Lady Diana Spencer
AIDS-crisis begins
Falklands War
NASA launches the first Space Shuttle

1983 World Outreach is birthed in
Egypt through Magdy Bassaly

Indira Gandhi assassinated

1983 Missionary John Pasterkamp
from the Netherlands joins WO
after a long-term relationship and
brings his work in Papua New
Guinea into WO

Mikhail Gorbachev institutes ‘glasnost’
and ‘perestroika’ in USSR
Chernobyl nuclear accident
Tiananmen Square massacre
Berlin Wall falls
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1983 World Outreach established
in India through Keith Reents.
1983 Bill Molenkamp from the
Netherlands became ID after
resignation of Don Crosbie
1983 International Office relocated
from Dallas to Hong Kong

Testimonies
Recent reports from the field
“Today we praise God that he hears our every prayer
and can stop every disease - even in animals!
A pastor who raises chickens had a contagious
infection enter his coop, killing 50 chickens.
The team gathered and prayed boldly in
the name of Jesus for the illness to stop
spreading. And guess what? Not one
more chicken died, and the rest of
the animals were spared! Thank
you, Jesus, for protecting our
livelihoods from the thieving
hands of the enemy.”
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South East Asia
We were able to run a programme with two local men and a
young lady from the far west of the country. During this time
our 2 foreign interns arrived who now have a routine of language study, team activity and ministry with others. There are
many exciting things happening with our team and others whom
we are working with. One family was baptised a few weeks ago.
The man dreamt about a man in a black robe coming to him and
offering him a book with some stories about Jesus in it. He didn’t
know what to do with this dream. Last week he had another dream.
This time a man in a white robe and a man in a black robe came to him.
He asked the man in white who he was. He told him he was Jesus. Then
the two men were trying to pull the man to their side. In the end he told
them he chose to study about and follow Jesus. This man has prayed for a relative in Jesus’ name and the relative was healed. An older lady was able to baptise
her older sister nearly a month ago in the ocean. The lady was so full of joy, she just wanted to stay in the
water. After many years we were also able to baptise Mr A’s wife. Our team leader and Mr A did it in our
driveway with a blow-up pool. She too was so joy filled she just wanted to sit in the water!

South Asia

Malawi

What a joy it is to celebrate that people are responding to the Good News and believing in Jesus.
We have witnessed this in our mission field. We are
doing ministry among unreached villages in N district. As a result, 9 people accepted Jesus as their
Lord and Saviour and were baptised. Praise the Lord!

We are thankful to the Lord, despite the effects
of Covid-19 the Christian school is growing and
by the grace of God we were accredited and
recognised by the Ministry of Education.

South Africa
A new class in one of the prisons began this year
with 20 students, and 19 of them gave their lives
to Jesus. These are young men who are awaiting
trial and we pray this will be a completely new start
for them.

South East Asia
Amazing things are happening in the villages. Three weeks ago, the
daughter of the leader of four villages was prayed for and was healed
just after the team left. The next week, four ladies brought their
children to the same house to be prayed for. This week the head of
the villages himself was prayed for and was healed. He and his wife
received the free gift of forgiveness and have become followers of
Jesus.
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Want more information?
Email id.office@world-outreach.com
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